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Leaves the dock at 7 p.m., on Saturday evenings weekly 
(weather permitting), boarding 1 hour before sailing at our dock at 

Jo’s Nautical Bar – 125 Main Street
Tickets can be purchased at Jo’s Nautical Bar Mon.-Sat. from 4:30 p.m. until closing.

The Miss Peddocks Island is available for private tours 
and Island Transportation. Call us for special arrangements at

781 925-2404
or contact us at acushnetmarine@gmail.com

MISS PeddoCkS ISLaNd

Sunset Cruise of 
Boston’s Harbor Islands

52 Salisbury Street, Hull, MA 
781-925-0707

www.beaconhull.com

Come stay with 
us for an 

unforgettable 
experience by the 

waterfront.

Portrait of the Artist: 
Brian Calhoun
By Theresa Brown

Portrait of the Artist is a biweekly series of inter-
views to introduce members of Hull Artists to the com-
munity and offer a glimpse into their creative lives. 

Stepping into Brian Calhoun’s home studio is a 
bit like stepping out of a dark place into the sunshine. 
It takes a few minutes for your physical and mind’s 
eyes to adjust to the riot of color and objects dancing 
around you. 

Everything in this home as well as the structure 
itself speaks art. The eye is so excited by the play of 

color, pattern, and texture on the walls, windows, and 
decoration it simply doesn’t know where to begin the 
feast splayed out across every inch of the enchanting 
cottage. 

Calhoun and his partner Dave, who refers to 
himself as “the mule,” are collectors – not the crazy 
TLC “Buried Alive” variety – but rather inspired, 
curated, and graphic presenters of utilitarian objects 
like weather-worn doors, black and white enamelware, 
and even a Barbie collection.

This trifecta of color, pattern, and texture are in-

trinsic to Calhoun’s pottery, paper maché pieces, and 
acrylic paintings. He attributes his fascination with 
pattern to growing up in the “bandana generation” 
of the ’60s and ’70s. Flamingos, plovers, “dance 
bots,” and glam fish with luscious Kardashian lips are 
repeated on canvases, along with stripes and blocks 
of bold color. The result is a textile effect sometimes 
reminiscent of an Indian sari, a Scottish argyle, a 
Provencal tablecloth, or a Moroccan rug. Found 
objects add texture: a bottle-cap collection became a 
frame for one piece, and even Hull Times newsprint 
made its way into the mix on more than one occasion. 

But what permeates everything Calhoun does (in-
cluding his responses below) is a joyful spirit wrapped 
in a wry smile and delivered with a knowing wink; 
like he’s including you in the best inside joke ever.
How did you become an artist?

 I have always been curious as to how things are 
made or formed. Trying to recreate or reproduce things 
led me to the processes of pottery, painting, drawing, 
sewing, and even cooking.
What do you feel makes your work unique and 
truly our own? 

I tend to paint a lot of very common or familiar 
subjects: fish and birds, for example. While the sub-
jects themselves are not unique necessarily, I like to 
think my interpretation and execution of them gives 
the viewer my singular perspective. Who doesn’t love 
a pink seagull or a fish with lips? Art should make you 
smile, and that is my ultimate goal.
What is your first memory of creating art?

Memories of drawing, painting, and just making 
things go as far back as I can remember. However, 
the first time I remember thinking ‘art’ was cool was 
in the third grade. Our class art teacher instructed us 

through the process of taking a pipe cleaner, tissue 
paper, and making some folds with the end result be-
ing a flower! I’ve since then really honed that skill to 
the point where to this day I can make a paper flower 
that could bring a tear to your eye.
Do you have a muse or other source of inspiration?

For the most part I think that my environment 
and surroundings really influence my projects, and 
vice versa, for that matter. The bright summer sun 
here in Hull lights up the coastline with color. When 
I paint I use these vibrant colors, which now extend 
off my canvases and right into my home. The floors, 
wall, and furnishings of my house are as vibrant and 
unconventional as my paintings. Come by and see 
the bold color and pattern in my work and my home 
for yourself during the Hull Artists Open Studio Tour 
this July and August.
How do you begin a creative day in your studio 
or on location? 

As with any task, there is the requirement of self-
motivation. After some procrastination and coffee, 
that motivation usually kicks in and I am ready to 
paint on canvas.
When and where are you the most creative?

Well, my home is my studio and the heart of the 
home is the kitchen, which is where I execute most 
projects. I find that early morning or later in the eve-
ning is when I am most productive.
What is the most challenging part about being an 
artist?

Fear of rejection. When you create a piece it grows 
from within and then makes its way out through the 
medium. The piece is personal to you as you shape, 
design, and reshape the composition. When you 
consider the piece done, it is time to present it to the 
world. This is when it gets scary to me. What if no 
one relates to or understands your piece?
Why is art important to you and why should it be 
important to our community?

Personally, art is important to me because of the 
story, composition, or journey that each piece commu-
nicates. I think that art is important to the community 
for much the same reason. Art pieces tell tales of the 
past, present, and even the future. These stories can 
bring people together as they discuss and compare 
perceptions.
Where can someone purchase your art and is it 
difficult to let go of favorite pieces?

The easiest way at this point is to stop by during 
Hull Artists Open Studios. I am working on making 
my art more accessible. It can sometimes be hard let-
ting these personal pieces go. There are a couple of 
them that I feel I will hold onto forever. They both 
make me smile every time I look at them.
Andy Warhol said everyone has 15 minutes of 
fame; has yours happened yet?

I visited the Warhol museum in Pittsburgh last 
year, which was amazing. His artwork and likeness are 
prominent in my home. Back in the day when Andy 
made that statement, the world was in a much differ-
ent place. Anonymity was more the norm and being 
publicly recognized by the masses was less common. 
Today with social media and smart phones and such, 
everyone is a star. As for my 15 minutes, well what’s 
wrong with languishing in obscurity? 

Tickets are on sale now at www.hullartists.com 
for the Hull Artists 20th-year gala, “Beauty and the 
Beach.” The Oct. 3 event, from 3-7 p.m., will feature 
a boxed picnic supper, live music, art auction, and 
other fun activities!  Watch here for more details in 
the following weeks. ∞

Brian Calhoun… 
[Photos use courtesy of Bart Blumberg, Hull Artists]


