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Leaves the dock 1 hour before sunset, on Saturday evenings weekly 
(weather permitting), boarding 1 hour before sailing at our dock at 

Jo’s Nautical Bar – 125 Main Street
Tickets can be purchased at Jo’s Nautical Bar Mon.-Sat. from 4:30 p.m. until closing.

The Miss Peddocks Island is available for private tours 
and Island Transportation. Call us for special arrangements at

781 925-2404
or contact us at acushnetmarine@gmail.com

MISS PeddoCkS ISLaNd

Sunset Cruise of 
Boston’s Harbor Islands

Portrait of the Artist: Debby Brams
By Theresa Brown

Portrait of the Artist is a biweekly series of inter-
views to introduce members of Hull Artists to the com-
munity and offer a glimpse into their creative lives. 

Debby Brams is an 
accomplished and recog-
nized polymer clay artist 
who creates jewelry and 
other whimsical pieces 
from this PVC-based, col-
or saturated, non-mineral 
clay. Entering her studio 
is a bit like stepping into a 
fantastical candy or pastry 
shop. Dozens of clay nug-
gets in various stages of 
transformation are remi-
niscent of miniature fruits 
sculpted from the Medi-

terranean confection marzipan or the many-layered 
“Napoleon” French puff pastry. The analogy is not just 
the consequence of a sweet tooth. Debby’s studio is 
actually equipped with a classic, hand-cranked ravioli 
maker, tiny cookie-like cutters, and an oven! 

As dough is to the baker, the main staple of poly-
mer clay art is the “cane,” a term borrowed from 
glass blowing. Similar to a candy cane, these three-
dimensional tubes of clay have a two-dimensional 
pattern running through them. Brams uses the ravioli 
machine and an “extruder,” a tubular press, to create 

canes with different effects. 
Layers of pressed clay are folded and shaped into 

a swirling brain-like pattern called “brain canes,” or 
Necco Wafer-like discs, cut from the pressed clay, 
are stacked together (just like the Boston-original 
rolls of candy) and then pushed through the extruder 
to produce a multi layered dot effect similar to the 
mille-fleur pattern popular in Murano (Venetian) glass. 

Brams then skillfully slices, blends, shapes, and 
sometimes tints with colored inks or metallic paint 
the objects made from these canes. After 20 to 30 
minutes in a 280-degree oven, the resulting “baked 
goods” are equally as captivating to the senses as their 
edible counterparts. Whether they become dangling 
beads on earrings or sculptured pieces on brooches, 
they invite the hand to touch and captivate the eye 
with their enchanting shapes and colors.
How did you become an artist?

I was not an art major, but was lucky to have been 
able to take a jewelry class at the University of Mas-
sachusetts, which I found exciting and inspiring. It 
was this class that influenced the more creative side 
of my life.
 What do you feel makes your work unique and 
truly our own? 

I combine many techniques learned over 20 years 
to make unique pieces of jewelry that cannot be mass-
produced.
What is your first memory of creating art?

Definitely the jewelry classes at UMass; I was defi-
nitely a late bloomer with regard to my creativity and art.
Do you have a muse or other source of inspiration?

I was fortunate to attend the National Polymer 
Clay Guild Retreats in Virginia for many years. It 
was there that I was able to collaborate with and 
learn from many great polymer artists from around 
the country. Museums, travel, and different cultures 
are also important sources of inspiration.
How do you begin a creative day in your studio or 
on location? 

I usually start by straightening up the studio. Dur-
ing the process of rearranging the workspace, I often 
tend to look on a project with fresh eyes and new ideas. 

When and where are you the most creative?
I love when I can get up early, go into my studio, 

and have a day to work with no pressure. 
What is the most challenging part about being an 
artist?

The most challenging part of being an artist is 
meeting my own expectations.
Why is art important to you and why should it be 
important to our community?

Art allows me to have an outlet for artistic expres-
sion, and having art available in our community makes 
for a more creative and vibrant place to live.
Where can someone purchase your art and is it 
difficult to let go of favorite pieces?

Gallery Nantasket, Hull Artists Open Studios, 
shows around town, and by private appointment in 
my home. I agree that it can be difficult to let go of 
favorite pieces. I usually keep them for a while, enjoy 
them, photograph them, and then I can let them go 
into the world.
Andy Warhol said everyone has 15 minutes of 
fame; has yours happened yet?

Although Brams did not offer an answer to this 
question, perhaps she has she is having more than 
just 15 minutes of recognition. Her work has already 
appeared in two books: “Creative Traditions” by Judy 
Belcher and “The Complete Book of Polymer Clay” 
by Lisa Pavelka.

Don’t miss the opportunity to meet Hull Artists 
and see their works for sale during Hull Artists Open 
Studio Tours, July 11-12 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Always 
free and always fun! Tour maps are available at many 
local businesses or at www.hullartists.com. ∞


