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Leaves the dock at 7 p.m., on Saturday evenings weekly 
(weather permitting), boarding 1 hour before sailing at our dock at 

Jo’s Nautical Bar – 125 Main Street
Tickets can be purchased at Jo’s Nautical Bar Mon.-Sat. from 4:30 p.m. until closing.

The Miss Peddocks Island is available for private tours 
and Island Transportation. Call us for special arrangements at

781 925-2404
or contact us at acushnetmarine@gmail.com

MISS PeddoCkS ISLaNd

Sunset Cruise of 
Boston’s Harbor Islands

Open 7 Days
11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

754 nantasket avenue
Free Delivery

$8 Minimum

781-925-9009
www.lstreetpizza.com

52 Salisbury Street, Hull, MA 
781-925-0707

www.beaconhull.com

Come stay with 
us for an 

unforgettable 
experience by the 

waterfront.

Portrait of the 
Artist: Donna Goes
By Theresa Brown

Portrait of the Artist is a biweekly series of inter-
views to introduce members of Hull Artists to the com-
munity and offer a glimpse into their creative lives. 

Alchemy. There is no better word to describe how 
Donna Goes, senior principal product designer for 
Hasbro Toys, transforms “trash” into artistic treasure. 
Like the medieval forerunners of chemistry who 
sought to convert base metals such as tin and lead 
into the nobler metals of silver and gold, Goes creates 
abstract works of art from castaway objects.

In her hands, recycled plastic grocery bags and 
mesh-produce sacks un-
dergo metamorphosis by 
fire (well almost; they are 
melted with an iron be-
tween sheets of parchment 
paper). The newly formed 
compound is cut, stitched, 
and sometimes fused by 
heat again. A canvas then 
becomes the laboratory 
where unique elements 
like buttons, bottle caps, 
paper, and fabric scraps, 
or rusted metal bits are 
combined with the fused 

plastic and transmuted into an abstract cityscape, still 
life, creature, or pattern. 

The unpredictable process results in an amalgama-
tion of vibrant color, layered texture, and visual story.

Once lauded as a child for coloring inside the lines, 
Donna Goes has, much like her art pieces, undergone a 
transfiguration of her creative vision through decades 
of imaginative experimentation. 
How did you become an artist?

I was always drawing as a kid and slightly obsessed 

with my mother’s button tin. She sewed a lot of our 
clothes when we were little, so I had access to scraps 
and lovely buttons that I pored over, turning them 
into doll clothes and stuffed things. In kindergarten I 
think I was good at coloring in the lines, which was 
considered an accomplishment. I now realize I prefer 
to color outside the lines!
What do you feel makes your work unique and 
truly our own? 

I use a lot of found objects, castaway paper, and 
in the last couple of years, plastic bags that more than 
likely would have found their way to the landfill. I 
never know what the outcome will be, which keeps it 
fresh for me since I bore easily. Or maybe I just like 
trying most every medium at least once!
What is your first memory of creating art?

In second grade I was selected to create the bulletin 
board about Aborigines in our school hallway. It was 
a choice between myself and another girl. We had to 
put our heads on the desk while the rest of the class 

voted. I thought her drawing was better than mine and 
was sure they would select her. When they didn’t, I 
felt really bad that she wasn’t chosen. I guess that 
was my first real competitive experience and I really 
didn’t like it. 
Do you have a muse or other source of inspiration?

I work with an amazing group of designers with 
broad talents. I marvel at their abilities. Part of my job 
requires me to research trends, so I think that also has 
certainly kept me inspired.
How do you begin a creative day in your studio or 
on location? 

I guess it’s never quite the same. I have to clear an 
area in my studio to begin whatever I’m doing. Then, 
depending on what it is, I need lots of material/stuff 
around to select from. It gets pretty messy and I don’t 
like to put anything away until I feel I’m done. That 
can be days, so it’s great to have a place where I don’t 
have to clean up every day.
When and where are you the most creative?

It’s hard to say. Sometimes it just comes, but other 
times you get stuck. So you just have to start and 
hope it flows.
What is the most challenging part about being an 
artist?

Not having enough time! I work full time so I 
have to squeeze in art making whenever I can find a 
moment. And also knowing that the art I create for 
myself and for others doesn’t pay the bills. Wouldn’t 
that be great!
Why is art important to you and why should it be 
important to our community?

Art keeps me sane. If I wasn’t creating I’d probably 
be crazy. I think art benefits the community in many 
ways. Art makes you think. It’s emotional. It adorns 
our lives in many forms. It tells a story. It’s not just a 
pretty picture on a wall. Art is in the paper you read 
today, on the box of the breakfast cereal you ate this 
morning, on the stamps you use to mail a letter. It’s 
everywhere. Without art, what a boring place this 
would be! 
Where can someone purchase your art, and is it 
difficult to let go of favorite pieces?

I sell my work at Gallery Nantasket and through 
Hull Artists Open Studios. ‘Parting is such sweet sor-
row,’ as they say. I’m sad that I’ll never see the work 
again, but happy to know that another person loved it 
enough to spend their hard-earned money on it.
Andy Warhol said everyone has 15 minutes of 
fame; has yours happened yet?

Maybe if I add up all the small moments! That’s 
good enough for me; 15 minutes in the spotlight would 
be torture.

Tickets are on sale now at hull artists.com for the 
Hull Artists 20th-year gala, “Beauty and the Beach. 
The Oct. 3 event, from 3-7 p.m., will feature a boxed 
picnic supper, live music, art auction, and other fun 
activities! Watch this space for more details in the 
following weeks. ∞

Donna Goes… [Photos by Emma Hildebrandt, 
winner of the Hull Artists 2015 Dianna Chouinard 
Memorial Scholarship]

‘Happy Day’, mixed media…


