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Portrait of the Artist: 
Michael Domina
By Theresa Brown

Portrait of the Artist is a biweekly series of inter-
views to introduce members of Hull Artists to the com-
munity and offer a glimpse into their creative lives. 

Whether you are a year-round local, summer resi-
dent, or visitor to Hull, a tour of Michael Domina’s 
home studio, perched on a craggy ledge high above 
Gunrock, is a delight not to be missed. The extraor-
dinary views are surpassed only by the depth, range, 
and facility of the artist and his works. Domina’s 
sun-filled studio is brimming with the prolific artist’s 
watercolors and acrylics, executed equally well in 
both realistic and abstract styles.

Although renowned for his realistic seascapes 
and pastoral landscapes inspired by his Vermont 

dairy farm upbringing, 
Domina prefers the more 
challenging abstract form. 
He began working in ab-
stracts about 20 years ago 
after taking a watercolor 
course with prominent art-
ist Edward (Ted) Minchin. 
When Minchin pulled 
out some of his full-sheet 
acrylic abstracts, “They 
took my breath away,” 
Domina says.

That was a galvaniz-
ing moment for Domina, who then began to explore 
abstract painting, admittedly mimicking his mentor 
too much initially, but eventually following Minchin’s 
mantra that, “You have to make your own alphabet.”

 In a similarly dramatic moment, while I was visit-
ing Domina, he opened a drawer where over a hundred 
20x30” acrylic abstracts on paper lay sequestered 
and unframed. He began casually tossing on the floor 
these “practice pieces,” reflecting decades of honing 
skill and exploring what has now become his favorite 
style to paint. 

Perhaps his first memory of creating art (see his 
answer below) is a hint that Domina always shared 
the spirit of Cezanne, Picasso, and Braque.

How did you become an artist?
I think we are all born artists; creating is in our 

DNA. However, as we are persuaded by society to 
become a “responsible adult,” we lose touch with 
our creative spirit. Or maybe I don’t want to grow up!

What do you feel makes your work unique and 
truly our own? 

I think that for most of us our first idea of making 

art is that it needs to look like a photograph to be 
considered good. As we grow in our artistic abilities 
and appreciation, we learn that art can also be more 
than a realistic rendering. For me, it’s ever evolving 
and changing. Art is more than a realistic rendering 
of a subject. Images that leave the viewer wondering 
or using their own imagination are also of value.

Most people will admit that they don’t understand 
abstract art, usually because there are no recogniz-
able shapes. Good abstract art should have the same 
elements of design as realistic art – i.e., line, shape, 
value, color, movement, size, and pattern.

What is your first memory of creating art?
As a child with crayons I remember the teacher 

asking, “Why are the arms attached to the head?”

Do you have a muse or other source of inspiration?
Not really, I love it all. Everything around us is my 

inspiration. I work in watercolor and acrylic, from 
realistic to abstract, so I am rarely bored. We are all 
over-stimulated by what we see every day. One must 
let go and follow your inner voice.

How do you begin a creative day in your studio or 
on location? 

I used to be more of a plein-air painter, but now I 
spend most of my time painting indoors. I often start 
by “playing” with colors and shapes and just moving 
paint around. This approach has made me freer in my 
realistic work.

When and where are you the most creative?
I’m most creative in the morning when I’m fresh 

and have good energy, but good ideas also come to me 
when I’m driving or walking or when I’m very relaxed.

What is the most challenging part about being an 
artist?

Balancing my time as an artist/instructor with 
family and friends and volunteering. Sometimes my 
husband, who is very supportive, will let me know 
when I am spending too much time volunteering and 
not painting.

Why is art important to you and why should it be 
important to our community?

Art, which is design, is in every item we use, wear, 
or look at. So we must keep the arts alive, especially 
for our youth since it is not always available to them 
throughout the education process. Sport activities 

seem to take priority over creative activities, but there 
should be a balance of both.

Where can someone purchase your art and is it 
difficult to let go of favorite pieces?

They can start by looking at my site: Michael-
DominaStudios.com or visiting my home/studio at 
11 Seaview Ave., Hull (781-925-5799), or requesting 
my teaching schedule. I have participated in the Hull 
Open Studio Tours for over 10 years. I am also a “gal-
lery artist” at the South Shore Art Center. 

It is easy to become emotionally attached to our 
“babies,” but we must let them go out into the universe 
to be enjoyed.

Andy Warhol said everyone has 15 minutes of 
fame; has yours happened yet?

No, I don’t think so. I have dreams that my art will 
someday make a mark, but I don’t focus on that too 
much. However, I have many students that tell me 
how meaningful and therapeutic it has been for them.

Don’t forget! Hull Artists Open Studio Tours are 
this weekend, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday and 
Sunday. Pick up your tour map at local businesses or 
on the website at www.hullartists.com. ∞
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20th AnnuAl 
hull Artists Open studiOs

Saturday & Sunday, 
July 11-12 from 10 to 5

priscillA BeAdle’s BeAd Jewelry
23 Andrew Ave., Hull Village

Join me for my 20th year as a 
bead jewelry artist at my studio.

All prices reduced for the occasion!

52 Salisbury Street, Hull, MA 
781-925-0707

Come stay with us 
for an unforgettable 
experience by the 

waterfront.
Jacuzzi Tubs  •  Deluxe Bedding  •  In-room Fireplaces

Michael Domina in his home studio… [Photos use 
courtesy of Bart Blumberg, Hull Artists]

A (self) portrait of the 
artist as a not-so-young 
man.

Hull TV Weekly Schedule
ComCast Channel 9/Verizon Channel 35

The feature show plays every night at 7:30 p.m. 
and is replayed at midnight and noon the next day.
Sunday: Board of Selectmen replay
Monday: History of the Marching Pirates
Tuesday: Board of Selectmen live coverage
Wednesday: Chill with Jill: Peddocks Island
Thursday: Jack Daly’s Maine Stories
Friday: Music: Dave Foley @ Endless Summer 
Saturday: Best of Cinzi Lavin

Tune in at 9 and 10 a.m. and 5 and 10 p.m. for 
more local programming. And don’t miss our Week 
in Review every Saturday afternoon. ∞

ANNOUNCING:

HA ARTIST TRISH TURNER
Is holding her OPEN STUDIO TOUR

At: ATLANTIC ART AND WOOD

293 Nantasket Ave., Hull, MA

SAT & SUN 7/11-12, 10am-5pm

WITH A PREVIEW, FRI. 7/10,  5-8pm


