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Miss Peddocks island

sunset cruise of 
Boston’s Harbor islands
Thanks so much for 

a fabulous sailing season.
see you next summer!

[Photo use courtesy of Midge Lawlor, A Moment in Time Photography]

“One Call – We Do It All!”

Don’t stay stuck 
in the snow!

This year, 
plan ahead. 

Call NOW to 
reserve your 
space on our 

snowplow list.

4 Seasons 
Property 

Management
781 603-2170
Joe Mahoney

Insured

Portrait of the Artist: 
Priscilla Beadle
By Theresa Brown, Patron member

When my husband and I moved to Hull three years 
ago, after nearly 30 years in Boston, it was a big leap 
that has reaped many rewards, but most importantly 
new friendships. I remember parking in Kenberma 
that first June in front of Weinberg’s Bakery (an early 
and now favorite discovery). A California license plate 
with “BEADFUL” on the car in front of me caught 
my eye and a little voice in my head said I needed to 
meet the owner. A few months later that serendipi-
tous wish was granted when Hull Artists’ dynamic 
president, Priscilla Beadle, of Beadleful Jewelry, 
responded to my inquiry about joining the group as 
a patron member. 

In signature style, she had me agreeing to curate a 
new art exhibit before I could even get off the phone 
and officially join the organization! Like Humphrey 

Bogart famously quipped 
at the end of Casablanca, 
my reaction was, “I think 
this is the beginning of a 
beautiful friendship.” And 
so it has been!

Beadle’s chunky bead 
jewelry is just as vibrant, 
sophisticated, and colorful 
as its maker. Her work re-
flects a life rich in cultural 
experience, having lived 
extended periods of time 
in France, Portugal, and 

Asia, and having mastered at least two additional 
languages! 

Beadle says she has “hunted for beads in the ba-
zaars of Tibet and Nepal, in dusty shops in Beijing, 
on remote Indonesian islands reached by catamaran, 
in beautiful Bali, and in verdant Indochina.” So it is 
not surprising that an anthropological spirit permeates 
her work; many pieces seem to speak of another place 
or people or time. 

Most of her necklaces have a central artifact-like 
focal point: a carved cross, a tribal-looking horn 
“tooth” with a tuft of hair, a tiny green glass Amazon 

tree frog, or a patinated silver barrel embellished with 
jewel-like crystals. 

Artfully selected supporting beads and uncommon 
clasps flesh out the story of an Atlantis, Camelot, or 
Shangri-La that may only exist in the artist’s – or the 
lucky wearer’s – imagination. 

How did you become an artist?
 My husband got a job assignment in Hong Kong in 

1993, so I resigned from my human resources job and 
went along for the adventure. Hong Kong is a shop-
per’s paradise and I soon discovered I was attracted to 
beads. When I filled up my drawers and started putting 
them under the bed, my husband asked why I had so 
many. My future became destiny when I blurted out, 
“I’m going to make necklaces!”

What do you feel makes your work unique and 
truly our own? 

I pay attention to the focal point of the necklace 
as well as the clasp. I want everything to be a delight 
to the wearer. I prefer chunky beads. I am unafraid of 
color or of using unusual objects…after all, anything 
with a hole in it is a bead. My philosophy is that, “Life 
is too short to make boring necklaces.”

What is your first memory of creating art?
I loved creating crafty things as a Girl Scout. I was a 

Scout for 12 years, and I still have a few things I made, 
but they are best left in their box in the linen closet.

Do you have a muse or other source of inspira-
tion?

Each time I put out a centerpiece I want to work 
with, it becomes my muse. My muse demands that I 
find the best colors, an interesting clasp, and an end 
result that adorns a neck in a complimentary way. 
I am fickle, changing my muses regularly, but they 
don’t mind.

How do you begin a creative day in your studio 
or on location? 

Well, a clean desk is scary – no ideas in play. So I 
take out my box of beads that have excited me recently 
and find something to create.

When and where are you the most creative?
My longtime habit is to work after lunch, until 

3-4. I’m a morning person, so I am running errands 
or doing chores before noon.

 What is the most challenging part about being 
an artist?

It is “working” as an artist every day without letting 
Life interfere. I have found it takes a regular schedule 
or habit to build enough inventory to have a body of 
work to show on a moment’s notice. Being an artist 
has become a (part-time) job for me. 

Why is art important to you and why should it 
be important to our community?

Art satisfies something intrinsic in me; it is a sixth 
sense. I recognize a need to have certain aesthetic in 
my life. My garden satisfies it. Going to a concert or 
museum with friends satisfies it. But touching beads 
and creating a pleasant design from them is very sat-
isfying and that is important to me.

Art seems to be important in our community and 
schools. I have a strong sense that Hull loves that there 
are so many artists living and working here. I returned 
to Hull because I summered here as a child – good 
memories of relaxed people. When Hullonians open 
their eyes to art, appreciate it, and feel aesthetically 
stimulated, then that is the artist’s gift to our com-
munity.

 Where can someone purchase your art, and is 
it difficult to let go of favorite pieces?

I love the challenge of offering my work for sale. 
When I started making necklaces in 1995, I decided 
it was a business and I wanted the risk of thumbs up 
or down. A thumbs down means that the necklace gets 
taken apart at the end of the year for another chance at 
greatness. I love the thumbs up of seeing my necklaces 
leave my studio with a smiling lady and am thrilled 
to see them worn around town!

I sell from my studio in Hull Village during July 
and August Open Studio tours, or by appointment, or 
sometimes off my neck!

Andy Warhol said everyone has 15 minutes of 
fame; has yours happened yet?

I’m a lucky girl. In 1998, Fay Wray of the movie 
“King Kong,” wore a necklace of mine during an 
Oscar interview with Billy Crystal. I snapped a screen 
shot. But it was only 60 seconds and far too long ago. 

The venue for Saturday’s Island Gala has been 
changed to the Hull Yacht Club at Mariners Park. 
The event is sold out. For wait-list tickets visit www.
hullartists.com. ∞
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